[The effect of the lactation period on the cell content of sheep milk].
Milk samples of 201 ewes were examined in 6 week intervals during a complete lactation period. Those samples were analyzed for the presence of pathogenic bacteria and the somatic cell count was determined. Besides, the California Mastitis Test (CMT) was performed and the udder was clinically examined. The cell counts were found to depend on the lactation period. During 6 weeks following parturition the cell count was 63,000 cells/ml. This number decreased towards the 24th week of lactation to 32,000 cells/ml. At the end of lactation this value increased again to 425,000 cells/ml. The median value of ewes with normal udder health was 56,000 cells/ml milk. For samples from which pathogenic bacteria were isolated this value was 159,000 cells/ml. The most frequent pathogens isolated from the milk samples were coagulase-negative cocci (59.6% of bacteriologically positive samples), the median number being 88,000 somatic cells/ml in these sheep. Coagulase-positive cocci were isolated in 25.3% of the samples, the median value of the cell count was 295,000 cells/ml. In 12.1% of the samples streptococci were found. The median value was 167,000 cells/ml. From the remaining 3.0% of bacteriologically positive samples Pasteurellae, E. coli and Actinomycetae were isolated. The median value of the somatic cell count was 184,000 cells/ml. We consider coagulase-positive cocci therefore as the most pathogenic bacteria for the ovine udder.